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European system of integrated social protection statistics (ESSPROS) 
Current expenditure and receipts 1970-1985 
This bulletin is the first of a new series of social reports that Eurostat plans to publish regularly from 1989 onwards. 
It is the answer to a much needed piece of information 
upon which to base further analysis and proposals by the 
Commission and the Member States. 
It contains time series of the basic aggregates of so-
cial protection in the European Community. 
The data are harmonized in accordance with the Euro-pean System and Integrated Social Protection Statistics (ESSPROS) and include total current expenditure and re-
ceipts as well as their breakdown by function in the case 
of social protection benefits, and by nature and sector of 
origin in the case of receipts. Other economic and demo-
graphic data are also published for comparative analysis. 
Concerning the field of observation, the data pub-
lished up to the present in this bulletin refer to the 
agencies of each country as a whole and do not include the 
balance of current transactions. The fact that they are 
neglected affects the general balance which is also af-
fected by the depreciation and technical insurance re-
serves which it includes. The balance of transactions is 
not the ideal basis for a description of capital transac-
tions. However, the description of the latter is not yet 
possible to obtain from ESSPROS, nor are fiscal benefits. 
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It should be noted that: 
a) no results for Greece are available; 
b) harmonization of the Portuguese and Spanish data has 
been completed but Portuguese data are not available 
in time to be published; 
c) only five countries - Denmark, Republic Federal of Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg and the Netherlands -
have complete time series for the period 1970-1985. 
- Italian and Spanish series although updated till 
1985 started, the former in 1975 and the latter in 
1980; 
- data for France are two years late; 
- data for Belgian, and united Kingdom one year late; 
d) amounts related to the last published year as well 
as some of those concerning the preceding years 
should be considered as provisional. 
We can conclude, therefore, that although this is far 
from being dramatic, ESSPROS can not yet provide a com­
plete and updated image of the current expenditure and re­
ceipts in regard to social protection. 
As far as the indicators are concerned, expenditure in 
per cent of the Gross Domestics Product (GDP) is the most 
usually applied indicator on social protection expendi­
ture. A shortcoming of this indicator is that it tends to 
decrease with economic growth while GDP tends to increase. 
When economic trends go downwards the reverse behaviour is 
observed. 
It is worth noting in table 1 that the Federal Repub­
lic of Germany was the country who up to 1977, spent more 
on current social protection as percentage of GDP. From 
1977 onwards this situation changed in favour of the 
Netherlands. 
Current expenditure includes social protection bene­
fits, administration costs and other current expenditure. 
The benefits are the part of social protection expenditure 
allocated to the persons protected. Thus they are the most 
interesting feature in terms of analysis designed to focus 
on the point of view of the persons protected. In graph 1 
it is interesting to notice three groups of countries re­
flecting the system of social protection and the levels of 
compensation: 
a) NL, DK, D; 
b) F, L, Β 
c) the others. 
On the other hand, social protection expenditure is 
defined in particular by reference to a series of risks or 
functions constituting, so to speak, the areas within 
which protection must be arranged for individuals or 
households (table 3) . Contrary to previous publications 
the main functions have been aggregated to five groups. 
Old-aged and survivors together with health are the 
main functions of social protection benefits (table 4) . 
For all countries except Ireland and Denmark, they repre-
sent almost three quarters of the total social protection 
benefits. 
In order to describe and analyse the economic aspects 
of the financing of social protection expenditure, current 
receipts are traditionally broken down between social con-
tributions and contributions from general government and 
other receipts (Table 5) . Social contribution are subdi-
vided into main flows, according to whether they are paid 
by the employer or by the protected person. These flows 
are further subdivided, the former according to whether 
they are actual or imputed contribution and the latter ac-
cording to the socio-occupational status of the contribu-
tor. It can be seen that employers' contributions are the 
main source of contribution to social protection expendi-
ture, except in DK, IRL and UK. Almost 77% of the total 
budget on social protection in Denmark is paid by public 
authorities, followed by 65% in Ireland and 43% in the 
United Kingdom. 
Table 7 classifies current receipts by the institu-
tional sector which provides the receipts. They are the 
enterprises, the different governments, the households and 
others. The latter include the private non-profit institu-
tions, serving households and the rest of the world. 
Receipts for this sector represent more than one third 
of the social current receipts in all countries for which 
data are available and in Denmark and Ireland even more 
than 2/3. 
Graph 1 
Social Protection Benefits per head of Total Population 







2 0 0 0 -
1500 -
1 0 0 0 -
500 





















































































































































































Current Expenditure as % of Gross Domestic Product 
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Table 3 - Current expenditure : main functions of social prot benefits - current nat, monetary units 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































xci ud ιnq tra 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































: 1 1 
Table 4 - Current expenditure : mai) functions of social protection benefits 
Last year avalable 
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Table 5 - Current receipts by nature : current national monetary units 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































(1) Excluding transfers between agencies 
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Table 6 - Current recepts by nature : last year avalable 









































































































































































































































































Table 7 - Curent receipts by sector of origin : current national monetary units 
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Table 8 - Other economic and demographic data 
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